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Music has been bringing people together for 
centuries. Musicians that perform the music and 

audiences that listen to it are changed by this 

collective, unique experience. Music tells stories, 

feeds our souls, and connects us to one another.  

	 During our 86th season, our audiences 

discovered the world of music. Our Masterworks 

series highlighted not only the most iconic 

symphonic works, but also the works of new and 

upcoming composers such as Arturo Márquez, 

Wang Lu, and Valerie Coleman. Our 95 musicians, 

The mission of the Des Moines Symphony  
& Academy is to create extraordinary, live 
musical experiences and outstanding 
educational opportunities. We will engage, 
enrich, educate and inspire a broad and 
diverse audience in Central Iowa with 
excellent teaching, innovative programming 
and performances of great symphonic  
music played at the highest professional 
standards resources allow. 

Thank you for playing your part  
in our success.

who come from Des Moines and throughout the 

country, told a musical story through their 

performances. We experienced great music that 

uplifts, inspires, challenges, and comforts.  

	 Great music is powerful. Great music is for 

everyone. Your generous Annual Fund gifts played 

an important part in shaping the future of music in 

Central Iowa: by helping us provide high-quality 

music instruction, inspiring performances, and 

building a strong musical community that will 

resonate for years to come. 

 

YANKEE DOODLE POPS DES MOINES SYMPHONY YOUTH SYMPHONY



SEASON HIGHLIGHTS
The 2023-24 Season Debut marked the 2nd annual 
Harriet S. and J. Locke Macomber Concert, featuring  
the renowned Anne Akiko Myers performing  
Arturo Marquez’s Fandango, written expressly for her.

GRAMMY®-nominated ensemble Sandbox Percussion 
joined the Symphony as the 2nd annual Fred & Charlotte 
Hubbell Visting Artist In Residence. The ensemble 
worked with 349 students in area schools and at the 
Des Moines Symphony Academy.

Thanks to Bravo Greater Des Moines’ 2023 Capital 
Project Grant, the Symphony Academy spaces  

received an important facelift. The renovations included 
updates to teaching studios, new decor, comfortable 

seating, improved lighting, and new carpeting and paint. 

The Des Moines Symphony was 1 of 30 orchestras chosen to 
participate in the League of American Orchestra’s Virginia B. 
Toulmin Foundation Orchestral Commissions Program. 
Composer Wang Lu visited Des Moines in February 2024 for 
the Midwest Premiere of her work Surge in collaboration with 
the New York Philharmonic’s World Premiere.

26CONCERTS  
PERFORMED

5,678 
STUDENTS ATTENDED 

THE DES MOINES 
SYMPHONY YOUTH 

CONCERTS

7NEW MUSICIANS 
WELCOMED  

TO THE ORCHESTRA

17DISTINGUISHED  
GUEST ARTISTS AND  

CONDUCTORS

21
CLASSICAL CONVERSATIONS 

AND CONCERT PRELUDE  
TALKS PRESENTED

$1,826,224 
PART-TIME WAGES 

PAID TO SYMPHONY 
MUSICIANS, 

ACADEMY FACULTY, 
AND GUEST ARTISTS 21,794

$26,266
1,237 

CONCERT TICKETS PROVIDED 
FREE-OF-CHARGE TO STUDENTS, 

FAMILIES, AND NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATIONS

TICKETS SOLD
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AWARDED IN ACADEMY SCHOLARSHIPS

STUDENTS 
ENROLLED  

IN THE 
SYMPHONY 
ACADEMY

CONCERTS  
AND RECITALS 
PERFORMED

434 48 5TH YEAR OF  

WATER WORKS 
POPS 

PRESENTED BY  
LINDA AND TOM KOEHN



6  DES MOINES SYMPHONY 2023-2024 IMPACT REPORT  7 

Income and Expenses, combined with the Change in Beneficial Interest in 

the Des Moines Symphony Foundation, resulted in an increase in Net 
Assets of $775,950 for the fiscal year 2023-24.

INCOME: 

Des Moines Symphony Foundation	 $	 1,211,689

Donor Support 	 $	 1,194,935

Ticket Sales & Performance Fees 	 $	 887,418

Symphony Academy Tuition 	 $	 300,640

Government Support 	 $	 45,000

TOTAL	 $	 3,639,682

EXPENSES:

Artistic Programs 	 $	 2,732,561

Management & General 	 $	 562,553

Symphony Academy Programs 	 $	 493,680

Fundraising 	 $	 330,458

TOTAL	 $  	 4,119,252

$18,600,000

$18,400,000

$18,000,000

$17,800,000

$17,400,000

$17,400,000

$16,800,000

$16,400,000

2022-23 2023-24

$18,689,717

 $17,434,197

Artistic Programs
Management & General

Symphony Academy Programs
Fundraising

6666++1414++1212++88
FINANCIAL 

HIGHLIGHTS

BENEFICIAL INTEREST IN THE  
DES MOINES SYMPHONY FOUNDATION

66%

14%

12%

8%

3333++2424++11++88++3434
Des Moines Symphony Foundation

Donor Support
Ticket Sales & Performance Fees 

Symphony Academy Tuition
Government Support

34%

33%

24%

8%

1%
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This list shows the Annual Fund pledges  
or gifts made by our many generous  
donors between July 1, 2023 and 
December 31, 2024 

CORPORATE PARTNERS

$25,000+
EMC Insurance Companies
Hy-Vee, Inc. 

$10,000+
Bankers Trust
Corteva Agriscience
Iowa Economic Development Authority 
Kemin Industries, Inc.
Meredith Corporation Foundation
Prairie Meadows Racetrack & Casino

$5,000+
Gabus Automotive Group

$2,500+
Farm Bureau Financial Services
Farmers Mutual Hail Insurance Company
Iles Funeral Homes
Iowa State Bank
Merchants Bonding Company Foundation
MidAmerican Energy Company
West Bank

$1,250+
Homesteaders Life Company
ID8 Architects, plc
NCMIC Group 
OPN Architects

MAESTRO’S CIRCLE  

$100,000+
BRAVO Greater Des Moines
Harriet S. & J. Locke Macomber  

Des Moines Symphony Fund

$50,000+
The Meier Bernstein Foundation
The Fred Maytag Family Foundation

$25,000+
Nixon Lauridsen &  

Virginia Croskery Lauridsen 
Polk County Board of Supervisors 
John Ruan Foundation Trust
Dr. Stephen C. Smith

$10,000+
Caroline Barzen
Barbara Beatty, M.D.
Laura Beckwith & the late Bruce Orman
Harry Bookey & Pamela Bass-Bookey
Robert A. Burnett, Jr.
Gregory & Sharon Chlebicki Charitable Fund
Patty & Jim Cownie Charitable Fund
Douglas B. Dorner, M.D. & Carole Villeneuve
Susan & David Grant
Charlotte & William Hinson Charitable 

Foundation, directed by Dick &  
Jane Hinson 

Thomas & Linda Koehn Foundation
Helene & Alan Magruder
Jim & Barbara Miles
Polly V. Moore
Susan Moore
Anastasia Polydoran
Daniel Royer & Brian Douglas
Louisa & Jim Sandager

$5,000+
Amy Beattie
Jack Bell
Shelley & Martin Brody
The Cowles Charitable Trust
Stanton & Deborah Danielson
Sarah & Richard Early
Kate & Brian Franko
Jeff Freude & Laurie Wolf
Maestro & Mrs. Joseph Giunta
Randall H. Hamilton & Bruce L. Hughes
Mark Holub & Wes Hunsberger 
Fred & Charlotte Hubbell Family  

Charitable Fund
Martha James & Michael Myszewski
Charles & Jaina Johnson
James & Melinda Kabel
Jeanne Levitt
Carylann Mucha
Chris & Linda Nelson
Elizabeth Nelson
Andrew & Barbara Nish
Henry & Norma Peterson Charitable Trust, 

US Bank Trustee
Gail Richards 
Robert & Kay Riley
Seidler Family Foundation
Drs. Robert & Rebecca Shaw
Wendell Speers & Nicola Mendenhall
Mathilde Brown Swanson &  

Richard Swanson
Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Wootten

$2,500+
David & Grace Brick 
Jeff Chelesvig
The Coons Foundation
Richard L. Deming, M.D.
Lynne & Michael Flater
The late Julia B. Gentleman
John & the late Ann Ghrist 
Will & Dixie Hoekman
Trudy Holman Hurd
Stacey Horst 
Bruce & Susy Kelley
Tracy & Kent Klein
Donita & Richard McCoy
Candice Nardini
Liz & the late Rick Neumann
Angie & Brian Sanders
Cherie & Bob Shreck
Jim Spevak
Stephen & Martha Stephenson
Arthur L. & Gayle F. Stertz
Jan & Layton Stump
Roberta & Lydon Swartzendruber
Robert & Sandra Tatge Charitable Trust
Steve Van Oort 
Norman & Margaret Vande Kamp
Dee & Jim Vickery
Carl & Ashlee Vieregger
Deanna & Dennis D. Wilson
Ryan & Rebecca Young
Catherine W. Yung & Jeffrey J. Webb 

$1,250+
Nancy Jo Anderson & Lowell A. Anderson 
Margaret Aten
Betty Augspurger 
Kim & Sally Beisser 
James R. Bell 
Dr. Jim & Barbara Bell 
Dr. Virginia C. Bennett
Kathleen & Russell Bitterman 
Susan & David Bolte 
Mr. & Mrs. David K. Boyd
Brian Burke 
Mr. & Mrs. James Clark
Ann Collins
Fredrick & Arlene DeVries
Rob & Lizzy Dixon
Easter Family Fund 
Karen Engman
Dr. Marshall Flapan 
Greg & Corrine Ganske 
Roswell & Elizabeth Garst Foundation 
Sarah Garst
Tom & Karen George

COMMUNITY SUPPORT

By investing in our musicians, faculty, 
concerts and programs and increasing access 

to live musical experiences and music 
education, the success of the Symphony & 

Academy is thanks to your generosity. 
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Ray Michel
Robert Oberbillig
Logan Oglesbee Memorial Fund
Packaging Distribution Services, Inc.
Nancy Pinkerton
Principal Charity Classic
Joe Russo
Carolyn & Greg Schaefer
Paul & Claudia Schickler
Roger Schlaefer & Marge Hammer
John & Beverly Schultz
Craig & Kimberly Shadur
Richard & Evelyn Shibles
Joan & Herb Strentz
Johnne & Linda Syverson
Urban Charitable Foundation III
Kay Ward
Andrea Westmeyer
Bob & Debbie Wych
Carleton & Barbara Zacheis 
Robert & Eleanor Zeff

MEMBER $120+
Gary & Mary A. Amerman
Joyce Andrews
Elizabeth & Bob Angelici
Ruben & Patty Avilez
Richard Banyard
Elizabeth Barton
Russell & Robin Barton
Aimee Beckmann-Collier & David Collier
Thomas Belin
Michelle Bellerjeau
Linda & John Benoit
Robert & Annette Bierkamp
Don & Margo Blumenthal
Anne & Bill Boal
William Brauch & Karen Massetti Miller
Scott & Elizabeth Brennan
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Broadston
Terry Brown & Julianne Daly
Linda & the late Cleveland Bryant
Claus & the late Judy Bunz
Frank & Marilyn Carroll
Dr. & Mrs. Roger I. Ceilley
Kelly Chapman
Ms. Anne Charlson
Kait Chase
Walter & Sandra Clark
Joan Turner Clary
Richard & Christine Clogg

Franklin & Tracy Codel
Sydney Coder
Jefferson Cohee II
Charlie & Terri Connell
Mike & Connie Cooper
George & Linda Dorsey
Stephen & Kathryn Duffy
Carl & Marilyn Eidbo
John Epperson & Mairi Winslow 
Paul & Cindy Ericksen
James & Betty Erickson
Li Fan & Jun Cao
Deirdre Farr
Shari Freeman
Jackie Froelich
Greg Fuhrmann
Patrick Good
Mary Helen & David Grace
Kathy & Scott Green
Debra & James Greenfield
Richard Griffith
Karl & the late Barbara Gwiasda
Evan Haack
Jim Haley
Samuel Hall
Joseph & Betsy Happe
Rick & Becky Harmon
Gladys Hertzberg
Robert & Kristina Hoelscher 
Gloria Hoffmann
Jim & Linda Holcomb
Ben & Wanda Holthaus
Kara Hoogensen
Larry & Karen Hutzell
Richard Johnson & Leslie Mamoorian
David C. King
Joe & Vickie Kristan
Marilyn Kruse 
Joseph R. & Ruth E. Lakers
Nancy LaRochelle
September Lau & Adam Bell
Ann & Phillip Laughlin
Denis & Kristine LeRoy
Tracy Levine
Tim Lund
Vanessa Marcano-Kelly
Russ & Mary Marshall
Donald Mason
Julie McGee
Gordon & Irmgard Miller
Mark & Judith Monroe

For further information or access to our audited financials, please visit 
dmsymphony.org/support or email development@dmsymphony.org.

Julie Ghrist
Dr. John Graether 
Luke & Heather Groben
Joe & Carrie Hall
Jill & Richard Hansen 
Kent & Bobbi Holm 
Dr. Susan Jacobi & Mr. Stan Brewer 
Todd & Margaret Janus
Susie & Josh Kimelman 
Larry Kirsner
Kayleigh Koester
Sue Kolbe 
League of American Orchestras
David & Jan Leslie
Myrt Levin & Tom Stephenson
Michael & Christine Louscher 
Mr. Proctor Lureman 
Ron & Jill Maahs
Cyril & John Mandelbaum
The late E. Adele McDowell 
Eugene & Kathy Meyer
Betty & Craig Miller
Donald W. Moorman, M.D. 
Candy Morgan 
Rita & Bryan Myers
Gerry & Mary Lou Neugent 
O’Brien-Fitzpatrick Foundation 
Jim & Jeanne O’Halloran 
Sumner & Elodie Opstad
John & Mary Pappajohn Scholarship 

Foundation 
James G. Piros & Ruth A. Wright-Piros 
Melanie Porter & Wayne Halbur
Dr. Lynn Rankin & Mr. Steven Karlin
Dianne Riley
Jessica Rooker
Scott & Sara Rosenberg 
Dr. Steven & Keely Rosenberg 
DelRae Roth
Alison & John Ruan, IV
Richard Snively Estate 
Dr. William & Ruth Staplin 
Emily & Timothy Stork 
Ben & Joyce Swartz 
John & Carol Templer 
Helen Timpe
Eileen & Paul Tyler
Bob & Molly Veenstra
Fred Weitz
Douglas & Deborah West
John & Peggy Wild
Becky Williams 
Shannon & David Wilson
Annabel Wimer 
Paul Woodard
& one anonymous donor 

ARTIST CIRCLE $600+
Joshua Barlage & Carrie Clogg 
Dennis & Sally Bates 
The late Clarice Beckwith 
Belin McCormick, P.C. 
Brett & Vanessa Blanchfield 
Martha Boesenberg 
Sue Rutledge & J.C. (Buz) Brenton 
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Brown
Robert & Marlene Buckley
Steven & Gabrielle Cahalan
Kevin & Mollie Cooney
Barbara & John Cortesio
Karen Cory
William & Mary Ann Dilla
Linda Halquist Drucker
Jon Duvick & Carol Hendrick
William & Cathy Eddy
EFCO Corp.
Roy & Averyle Ehrle
Michael Elam
Drs. Kathy Elsner & Steve Adelman
Marian Flattery
Heidi & Rod Foster
Alice & David Friedgood
Jake Graves
Michael & Jean Hamilton 
R. Michael & Lorrie Hayes
Vicki Hedlin
Herring Law Firm/JourneyZing
Shannan Hoffsmit
Frederick & Rose James
Kristin Johnson
Todd Jones
Mary Ann Juhl
Stanley & Jane Kuhn
Randy Lorber
Glenis Lureman
Clete & Joyce Mercier
Steven & JoEllen Nadel
Karen S. Palm 
Tom & Elaine Palmer
Peter & Patricia Pashler
Carl & Renae Peters
Grant & Jennifer Peterson
The Rembrandt Foundation 
Robin Riggins
Chuck & Kathy Safris
Debra S. & Neil E. Salowitz
Mary Scarpino
Linda Schanus
Mike & Karen Schoville
Bruce & Barbara Sherman
Mr. Stephen Stenstrom & Ms. Donna Mueller
Dawn Taylor
Joyce & Harold Templeman

Dr. Beth Triebel
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Walker
Sally K. Walsh
Gail & Richard Wilker
Connie Wimer
Robbie & the late Marvin Winick

PARTNER $300+
Christine & Eric Andersen
John & Jennifer Andres
Dr. Mark & Susan Andrew
Susan Attari
Todd & Meg Barker
Barton Solvents, Inc.
Donald Beck
Trudy Black
Gail Bonath & Michael Stewart
Larry & Paula Bryant
Diana L. Bunten
Terry D. Burkum
JoAnn Callison 
Simon & Patricia Casady
Emily Chafa
William & Jane Crise
Mr. William L. Dawe & Ms. Sheila K. Tipton
Judy Dietrich
Mary S. Edrington
Jennifer Erbes
Thomas & Rita Fisher
Susan Frambach
Bonnie Green
Linda Groenendyk
Rodney Hanze & Lisa Parker
Larry & Marybeth Heikes
Heritage Building Maintenance
Matt Herman
Eric & Connie Hockett
Sue & Roger Hudson
Terry & Kathryn Hudson
Dr. Karen Jeske
Kory & Christine Johnson
Virginia A. Johnson
Michael Jones
Josephs Jewelry
Mike Joynt
Jonathan Kingsbury
Margaret Klee & Walter Kniep
Silvia Klein
Klaus Koehler
Tim Kruse & Carol Spaulding-Kruse
Dr. Amy Kumagai
Ruth G. Larson
Patrick & Sharon Mackin
Lyla & Thomas Maynard
Betty Meeker
Terry & Constance Meyer

Jessica Morton
Larry Allen Nelson
Tim & Unsoon Nguyen
Alan & Juli Parker
Fred N. Peters
Ryan M. Pirtle
Evan & Mary Potratz
Terry Potter & Christa Andersen
Judith Randall
Ned Rasmussen
Martin & Roxanne Rathje 
Sherry Robinson 
Phillip Roeder & Mary Tabor
Richard & Mary Ann Rosonke
Renae Salaba
Janis C. Scharingson
Peggy & Douglas Sellner
Michael & Adrienne Seusy
Susan Shields
Stacey Sieloff
Sigma Alpha Iota Des Moines Alumnae 

Chapter
Dr. Dana & Ronit Simon
Amelia Slaichert
Chuck & Meg Smith
Kathryn Smith
Richard Snyder
Sally Sonnenburg
Judy Sparks
Lila Starr
Nancy Stone & the late John Stamp
David Stuart
SVPA Architects Inc.
Jason & Sue Swanson
Jean Swanson
Harold & Sherry Swihart
Ken & Cathy Talcott
Marcia Thompson
Betty & the late Jon Torgerson
Karen & the late Bob Unrau
T. Waldmann-Williams
William Wheeler
Gaye Wiekierak
Deb Wiley & John Schmidt
Maureen Wilt
Jon & Barbara Yankey
Reg & Roberta Yoder
Mary Jane Zimmerman
& two anonymous donors 
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